COMMITMENT

PURPOSE

To recognize the vocabulary of faith: believe, trust, know, ask, receive,

Talk about the difference between saving faith and temporary faith.

Scripture

 “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and you will be saved.”( Acts 16:31)

“I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life. No one comes to the Father except through Me.”

( John. 14:6)

 “Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not unto your own understanding. In all your ways acknowledge Him and He will direct your paths.” (Proerbs. 3:5,6)
Rev. 3:20 “I stand at the door and knock.  If anyone hears my voice and opens the door I will come in.”

MEMORY

Faith is not just knowing about Jesus in your head.

Faith is not just temporary

Faith is trusting in Jesus alone with your whole heart.

Does this make sense to you? 

Would you like to pray and ask Jesus to  forgive your sins and come into your heart?

We could pray together. I could pray and you can repeat after me . . .

 “Dear Jesus, forgive my sins and come into my heart as my Lord and Savior.
DISCUSSION

We’ve reached the point in the gospel presentation called “commitment.” Can you tell me what it means to “make a commitment”?

It means you would be willing to turn from your sins, turn to Jesus, or “commit” to Jesus, and trust in Him for eternal life. You would trust in nothing else, not any good works you’ve been hanging on to, like we learned in the Lifeboat Illustration, but in Jesus Christ alone. It involves two parts, turning” from”, and turning “to”.

Commitment is the time when you make a U-TURN in your life. 

It involves “repentance”. What does the word “repent” mean?

To repent is more than “being sorry” for being caught in sin. It means making a U-turn and going in the opposite direction. We have been going our own way from the day we were born. Repentance means that we do a U-turn and go God’s way.  As God shows us things we need to change, we turn from them. He gives us the power to change our mind and to change direction. Repenting leads to a changed life.

Beyond just changing our mind, and changing the direction of our lives,

we YIELD our lives to Christ. We make Him the “Lord of our life”.

We receive the gift of eternal life, and we receive Jesus in our lives as Lord.

Receiving Jesus as Lord means we give control of our lives to Him. It means giving Him the “driver’s seat”, not the back seat. This may seem scary to you to give control of your life to someone else, but if He loves you enough to die for you He’s not going to make your life miserable if you give Him control. In fact, the Bible says that He has come to give us an abundant life full of joy and promise.

Here are some different ways people express what we are talking about as “yielding” to or “receiving” Christ into our lives. (write on the board or a poster)

· Yield your life to Jesus

· Make a decision

· Make a commitment

· Give Him your life

· Be born again

· Know for sure you’re going to heaven

· Surrendering my life to Christ

· Give him the driver’s seat

· Make him Lord of your life

· Received Him into your life

· Accepted him in my life

· Asked Jesus into my heart

Tell me about the time when you were “saved”, or came to know for sure that you had eternal life. Can you tell me how you expressed it? How would you express it today? What phrases do you think people understand or respond to best?

Famous Person Illustration 

Know

Faith is not just knowing about God in your head. 

Some people believe in Jesus Christ the same way they believe in George Washington. 

(Hold up pictures of other famous historical figures) Do you believe these people really lived? Are you trusting in them to do anything for you now? So just believing or knowing about someone is not the same as saving faith.

In the same way, knowing about Him and not really knowing Him in our 

hearts is like knowing about somebody famous.

Believe

Who else “believes”?

The Bible says the devil also believes in God. It says “You believe there is one God. Good! Even the demons believe that – and shudder.”(James 2:19)

So believing in God’s existence in not what the Bible means by “Saving Faith.”
Trusting

Leaning activity

In a country called Indonesia, they don’t have words for believe or trust. The closest phrase they could come up with was “leaning with your whole weight.”  (Ask a volunteer to come up and ask him if he would trust you enough to fall back and let you catch him at the count of three. Make sure you don’t let him fall!)

There is an 18 inch difference between your head and your heart.

Receive

If someone gave you free tickets to a Dophin game and you just put the tickets in the drawer and never used them, they are of no value. It’s getting into the game that counts. 

It’s like going to a smorgasboard, with all this wonderful food laid out. You’re handed a plate, and you look at everything, but you never get any or eat any.

Some people want to “receive” Jesus but don’t really want him as part of their lives. Just want to put Him in a drawer, like a free ticket to heaven.

Temporary faith.

Faith is not just temporary, like turning to God when you’re afraid or when you want something. Can you give me an example of  “temporary faith?”

(Tests, when you’re sick,traveling.)

The word “believe” in the Bible means more than simply agreeing with our minds that something might be true. It means “trust,” that we believe so strongly in God that we are willing to commit our lives to Him and live the way we know He wants us to live.

TRANSFERING TRUST

Some people are trusting in themselves to get to heaven. They need to transfet their trust from themselves to Christ alone for eternal life.

Chair Illustration 
You see this chair here Do you believe this chair exists? Do you believe that it would hold me up? But, you see it’s not holding me up for a very simple reason: I’m not sitting on it. How could I prove that I really trust that chair? By sitting on it. That is the way it is with Jesus. I believed He existed and that he was the Son of God. I trusted him for small things and when I was in trouble I’d call out to him. But to receive eternal life (move to other chair) I needed to transfer my trust from the things I thought would get me to heaven, to what He had already done for me on the cross. Now I’m resting on only one thing: Jesus Christ.

Acts 16:31 “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and you will be saved.”

Lifeboat Illustration (optional)
Really trusting is like going out in the ocean on a beautiful day in a small boat. I’m miles out, my boat springs a leak, and sinks. I’m left holding onto a small piece of wood to stay afloat. No matter how hard I try it’s too far to swim to shore. I’d never make it. Then, suddenly a boat appears beside me, the captain sees my problem and throws me a life preserver. Do I just hang on to my little piece of wood that I have been trusting in to save me, or do grab the life preserver? I grab the life preserver! Saving faith is just like that. I stop trusting in whatever I am holding on to save me, and switch to trusting in someone that can really save me. 

“Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and you will be saved.” (Act 16:31)

“A little faith will bring you to heaven. A lot of faith will bring heaven to you.”

KNOCK KNOCK SKIT

We’ve reached the “commitment” or “time of decision” at this point in learning the outline. Here is a skit that may represent how some people think about commitment. It is based on Rev. 3:20 where Jesus says, “Behold I stand at the door and knock…” 

 (Choose three students: one to represent Jesus, one as owner of house, one as a friend. Have each student highlight his part.)

Jesus: Knock, knock.

Owner: Who’s there?

Jesus: Orange.

Owner: Orange who?

Jesus: Orange you going to ask me in?

(Have Jesus keep knocking, owner ignores Him, reads the paper. Finally, owner calls out:)

Owner: Hey, I’m busy right now. Can’t you come back some other time?  Oh, and by the way, could you fix that front step of mine while you’re out there?

(Friend walks up and knocks as Jesus stands back.

Owner looks around and lets friend in.)

Friend: Who’s that hanging out on your porch?  Do you know Him?

Owner: Well, I know all about Him. He’s been coming around a lot lately. He seems to be a nice guy. I’ve even had a few conversations with Him at times when I’m scared. You know how these old houses creak – especially at night! And He’s pretty good at fixing things. I’m just not too sure I want Him to come in.

Friend: Why? What’s the big deal?

Owner: I don’t know. I’m just not sure. What if He messes up my house? What if He embarrasses me in front of my friends? I’m not sure how friendship with Him might change my life. What if He makes me miserable? I know He cares for me or He wouldn’t be so patient. But for now I think I’ll just leave Him on the porch.

Talk about the skit:

Tell me about the owner of the house. How would you compare him to some people you know? What was he doing? Why didn’t he want to let Christ in? What reasons do people have for not making a commitment? Did you ever think any of these things before you asked Christ into your life?

Immediate Follow-up

The gift has been received. Your friend yielded his life to Christ. He is now a part of the family of God. Now we welcome him to the family. We say, “Do you know what the Bible says about you now?’ (Practice looking up and showing the following verses to others.)

 “He who believes has everlasting life.” John 6:47

“To all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God-“ (John 1:12)
NOTE: Don’t be discouraged

Interesting statistic: People need on average 10 personal touches and 3 hearings of the gospel before they accept Christ! In rare cases, some people may need only 2 touches and 1 hearing. Others many need as many as 25 touches and 10 hearings. Whatever the case, don’t become discouraged or impatient if your friend doesn’t come to Christ as soon as you had hoped. Paul said, “Let us not be weary in well doing, for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not.” Galatians 6:9

Did you know that 79 percent of Christians trace their salvation to a friend or relative?

BUS TRANSFER SKIT

(Ask for five volunteers. You will need two bus drivers, one sinner, one evangelist, and one ticketmaster. Have each student highlight his part. Setting: Bus terminal, ticket booth in center, evangelist standing to the right (get it?) of the booth. Bus, marked ‘Heavenbound,’ arriving from the left, (destination, right); bus, marked ‘Hell-bent,’ arriving from the right, (destination left)with ‘sinner’ as passenger. Both buses stop short of the terminal so that booth and evangelist can be easily seen. Sinner alights from Hell-bent to stretch his legs and is approached by evangelist.)

Evangelist: Hey, Friend! How’s it going?

Sinner: Are you kidding?! My life’s been going down-hill for as long as I can remember. It’s getting hotter and hotter and I’m sick and tired of feeling so alone. I’m so hungry, I can feel my backbone against my stomach. What are you grinning about anyway?!

Evangelist: I was just thinking, I’ve got the best news you’ve ever heard. You’re on the wrong bus and you don’t have to stay on it another minute! You can transfer from Hell-bent to Heavenbound right at this terminal.

Sinner: How could I possibly transfer? I’ve invested everything I have on this trip. 

There’s no way I could ever come up with the payment for a different ticket. There’s no hope for me.

Evangelist: I want to introduce you to the ticketmaster.

Evangelist takes Sinner by the hand and leads him to the ticket booth. The ticketmaster holds out a ticket.

Ticketmaster: Friend, I have a ticket with your name on it right here. You can see that it’s been stamped, “Paid in Full.” You don’t owe a single penny for this ticket. It’s free! All you have to do is believe that it has been paid for, accept it as a gift, and transfer to the Heavenbound bus.

(Sinner-turned-Saint accepts ticket, gets on Heavenbound bus which slowly moves onward to the right, passing the Hell-bent bus which moves in the opposite direction. Evangelist and ticketmaster smile and shake hands.)

Lifeboat Skit

You will need two volunteers, a sailor and a seaboat captain, a small scrap of wood, and a life preserver at the end of a rope (you could make one out of cardboard)

Introduce the skit by saying, “Really trusting is like going out in the ocean one beautiful day in a small boat, miles out. Listen and see what happens.”

Sailor: I’m miles out to sea and my boat springs a leak and sinks. I’m left holding onto one small piece of wood to stay afloat (sailor holds onto broken piece of wood, both hands). No matter how hard I try, it’s too far to swim to shore and I’ll never make it. Then, suddenly a boat appears beside me and the captain of the boat sees my problem.

Captain: Hey, sailor! Grab this and I’ll pull you into my boat (captain swings life preserver back and forth towards drowning sailor).

Sailor: Do I just hang on to my little piece of wood that I have been trusting in to save me, or do I grab the life preserver? I grab the life preserver! (sailor grabs life preserver and drops piece of wood). Saving faith is like that. I stop trusting in myself and reach for the hand that offers me eternal life. 

The Bible says “For God so loved the world, he gave His one and only son, that whoever  believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.”
