SIMPLY JESUS 

©Pat Cannon

GOD

Shopping Bag 

People in this day and age often want to pick their own gods and make up their own religion rather than have it passed down to them from other generations.  “In fact, there are even conventions where you can pick your own god. Have you ever been to a convention?  They have booths and samples and displays and you can pick what you like and take home samples and ideas. In Florida recently there was a convention like this. You could pick up a shopping bag and visit the different booths. You could pick up crystals, or candles, or statues, or incense, or a book on how to do channeling or miracles. You may not want to have anything to do with crosses or sin; that’s too bloody a concept and not nice. Don’t want that. So we pick up some more angels, sign up for classes in yoga and mediation and head home. We go home and set up our little shrine and worship our own little god we have created out of our mind.”
God Motions

It’s important that we have a complete and balanced view of God. 

Where do we get our information about God? From the Bible. 

In Exodus 34:5,6 there is a wonderful description of God.

God is Holy, Loving and Just

On the one hand God loves us and doesn’t want to punish us. 

On the other hand He is just and must punish sin.
Do you see the problem?

God’s Love Motions 

· For you were made in my image... Genesis 1:27

· Even the very hairs on your head are numbered... Matthew 10:29-31

· One day I will wipe away every tear from your eyes... Revelation 21:3-4

· My thoughts toward you are countless as the sand on the seashore...Ps. 139:17-18

· I knit you together in your mother's womb... Psalm139:13

· I have loved you with an everlasting love...Jeremiah 31:3
· God showed his love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, 
Christ died for us. Romans 5:8
· I loved you so much I sent my one and only Son that if you would believe in Him, you might have everlasting life. John 3:16
God’s love is deeper than the ocean and higher than the sky! That reminds me of a song.

A Love Letter From God

(Choose some of the verses listed here, illustrate and write a love letter from God and give it to someone.)

Have you ever thought of the Bible as a love-letter rather than a history book...?

I have been misrepresented by those who don't know me... John 8:41-44

I am not distant and angry, but am the complete expression of love...1 John  4:16

He that loveth not, knoweth not God, for God is love.

For you were made in my image... Genesis 1:27

I chose you when I planned creation... Ephesians 1:11-12

I knew you even before you were conceived... Jeremiah 1:4-5

You are fearfully and wonderfully made... Psalm 139:14

I knit you together in your mother's womb... Psalm139:13

You were not a mistake, for all your days are written in my book...Psalm 139:15-16

You may not know me, but I know everything about you... Psalm 139:1

I know when you sit down and when you rise up... Psalm 139:2

I am familiar with all your ways... Psalm 139:3

I determined the exact time of your birth and where you would live...Acts 17:26

In me you live and move and have your being... Acts 17:28

For you are my offspring... Acts 17:28

And brought you forth on the day you were born... Psalm 71:6

Even the very hairs on your head are numbered... Matthew 10:29-31

And it is my desire to lavish my love on you simply because you are my child and I am your father... 1John 3:1

I offer you more than your earthly father ever could...Matthew 7:11

For I am the perfect father...Matthew 5:48

I am your Father, and I love you even as I love my son, Jesus... John 17:23

I am also the Father who comforts you in all your troubles...2 Corinthians 1:3-4

When you are brokenhearted, I am close to you... Psalm 34:18

Every good gift that you receive comes from my hand... James 1:17

For I am your provider and I meet all your needs... Matthew 6:31-33

My plan for your future has always been filled with hope... Jeremiah 29:11

My thoughts toward you are countless as the sand on the seashore...Psalm 139:17-18

And I rejoice over you with singing...Zephaniah 3:17

I will never stop doing good to you...Jeremiah 32:40

I desire to establish you with all my heart and all my soul... Jeremiah 32:41

And I want to show you great and marvelous things...Jeremiah 33:3

Delight in me and I will give you the desires of your heart... Psalm 37:4

For it is I who gave you those desires... Philippians 2:13

As a shepherd carries a lamb, I have carried you close to my heart...Isaiah 40:11

I am able to do more for you than you could possibly imagine... Ephesians 3:20

For I am your greatest encourager... 2 Thessalonians 2:16-17

Come home and I'll throw the biggest party heaven has ever seen... Luke 15:7

One day I will wipe away every tear from your eyes and will take away all

the pain you have suffered on this earth... Revelation 21:3-4

For in Jesus, my love for you is revealed... . John 17:26

He is the exact representation of my being... Hebrews 1:3

He came to demonstrate that I am for you, not against you... Romans 8:31

And to tell you that I am not counting your sins...2 Corinthians 5:18-19

Jesus died so that you and I could be reconciled...2 Corinthians 5:18-19

His death was the ultimate expression of my love for you...1 John 4:10

I gave up the Son I loved that I might gain your love...Romans 8:31-32

If you receive the gift of my son Jesus, you receive me...1 John 2:23

That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith, that ye, being rooted and gournded in love you may be able to comprehend with all saints what is the breadth and length and depth and height: And to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye might be filled with all the fullness of God. Ephesians 3:17-19

And nothing will ever separate you from my love again... Romans 8:38-39

I have loved you with an everlasting love...Jeremiah 31:3

God showed his love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. Romans 5:8

We love him, because he first loved us. I John 4:19

I have always been Father, and will always be Father... Ephesians  3:14-15

My question is... Will you be my child?... John 1:12-13

If you seek me with all your heart, you will find me... Deuteronomy 4:29

I am waiting for you... Luke 15:11-32

Love Always,

God

Coin Illustration:

This coin it reminds me of God. It’s shaped like a circle, and a circle had no beginning and no end. God is from everlasting to everlasting, no beginning, no end. It is one coin, yet it has two sides, each side is very different. That's just like God, He has two sides to his nature. One the one hand He loves us and doesn’t want to punish us, on the other hand He is just and must punish sin. This coin also isn’t worth very much. It reminds me of the good works I do. No matter how much I try, I can’t pay the debt I owe because of sin. The price of sin is death and must be paid by a perfect sacrifice. God loved me so much He sent His Son Jesus to pay for my sin so I could be with Him in heaven one day. How do I receive the gift of eternal life God offers? Well, the answer is on the coin. In God we trust. We trust fully on the sacrifice God has provided for us and invite Jesus into our lives as Lord and Savior.

Oil and Water

I have a fresh glass of clear water here, it reminds me of the purity and holiness of God. Now watch what happens if I mix some oil into the water. The oil represents our sin. No matter how much we try and mix them together, you will see them separate. Sin and holiness do not mix and will remain separate. The Bible tells us that God is Holy, in fact His eyes are too pure to look upon sin. It also tells us to be perfect as our Father in heaven is perfect. 

Stripes

Did you know the Bible talks about stripes? In Isaiah 53 it says “By His stripes we are healed.” What does this mean? Jesus took the punishment for our sin. That punishment included being beaten or “flogged” (whipped), hit, a crown of thorns, being spit on, mocked, and nailed to a cross for our sins. So whenever I see stripes it reminds me of what the Bible says about “stripes”, and “by His stripes we are healed.”

Striped Candy

The white reminds me of God’s holiness (His eyes are too pure to look upon evil, He will not tolerate wrong.) The stripes remind me of when they whipped Jesus (…by His stripes we are healed.) The red reminds me of the blood of Jesus, who died on the cross to pay the price for my sins. The round shape reminds me of the stone in front of the tomb where they buried Jesus; on the third day He rose from the dead, conquering death forever so that if we believe in Him we can be with Him in heaven one day.

Lifesaver

The lifesaver reminds me of God. There’s a hole in middle but that’s not what we mean when we say “holiness”. God is holy and perfect and cannot look upon sin. The circle reminds me of His everlasting love. It’s sweet like a relationship with Jesus is sweet. And its says “lifesaver” on the front. Jesus is our lifesaver if we just reach out to Him and call on His name He will saver us for eternity.

Good King

A long time ago in a far off land there was a wise and just King. A king know for his fairness, love, mercy and justice. A famine came to the land, but because the King was wise they had stored food for a time such as this. One day his servant came to him and said, “Good King, someone has been stealing our food!” The King was outraged! How could someone do such a thing. He told the servant to go and tell the people, “Whoever is caught stealing food will be punished severely and given 40 lashes.” So the servant went and told the people. Just a few weeks later they caught the thief and dragged the thief to the King. “Oh King, the good news is we have caught the thief! The bad news is that it is your mother!” Oh no. What would the King do? He had a problem. You see, he loved his mother very much and if he punished her she would surely die. But, on the other hand if he didn’t punish her, he would no longer be seen as a fair and just leader of his people. What would he do? He had a problem.

He made a decision and called his servant. He said, “Get the whip, the punishment will take place.” Just as the servant raised the whip, the King said, “But it is not my mother you will punish. He took off his robes and crown and shirt, and bent his back to the whip, and said, I will take the punishment.”

And so love and justice were served that day. It reminds me of another story though. Can you think of another who came and took the punishment that we deserved? Jesus came from heaven and took the punishment for our sins. He paid the dept that we owed.

Schoolhouse

Long ago in North Carolina, people used go to school in one room schoolhouses. They’d walk for miles and they’d all learn together, all ages. This school had a very loving, yet stern and just teacher. She was always fair, but they knew she loved them. One day a student came to her and said, “Teacher, teacher, someone stole my lunch.” It happened again the next day. The teacher was outraged and told the students, there would be no stealing in her classroom and whoever was caught stealing lunches would be severely punished. (They could whip students in school back in those days if they were bad.) Lunches kept disappearing. But just two weeks later they caught the thief! It was Johnny. Now, Johnny was a dirty little boy whose mother had died and his father was a drunkard. He was probably hungry. But, the teacher couldn’t go back on her word, so she called Johnny out for the punishment. She told him to take off his filthy old coat. Then his two rat-eaten holy sweaters. Then his shirt. When his shirt came off everyone could see how skinny and bony Johnny was. They felt bad for him. Just as the teacher was about to whip him, the boy whose lunch had been stolen stopped the teacher and said, “Please, no, teacher, I know he deserves the punishment and you must carry out your word, but please let me take the punishment instead.”

Who does this remind you of?

Motions to Isaiah 53:6

This hand represents God (hold right hand high in the air and look at it.)
This hand represents me (hold up left hand about waist high and look at it.)
God loves me (clasp hands together)
This book represents my sin (lift up book and lay on left hand)
God loves me, but He hates my sin (point with right hand to left hand under book, and then to book on top of hand)

We have a problem (put right hand back up)
God solved our problem

The Bible says, “All we like sheep have gone astray, we have turned everyone to his own way, but God (bring right hand down level to left hand and transfer book to right hand) has laid on Jesus the sin of us all.” (lay book down)
Now we’re free to have a relationship with God.

SIN

Talk about the “cost” of sin, which is death.

Tell the story of where sin began and how a “covering” was made in Gen. By God to cover Adam and Eve. That covering showed that sin’s price was death, and that sin required a ‘payment’ or sacrifice.

Without the shedding of blood there is no remission for sins.”

Talk about the concept of  sacrifice for sin and  God’s promise to send a “Redeemer” or “Savior”, “The Promised One”.

Why Jesus is called “The Lamb of God”.

Why was it important that He lived the perfect life?

Only someone who had lived a sinless life could meet God’s standard of perfection. He lived the perfect life that we couldn’t live and therefore met the requirements for payment for sin.

Fingertrap

This finger trap reminds me of sin. You see, it’s fun to play around with, easy to get into and hard to get out of. The only way out is to push back to Jesus, ask Him to forgive our sins and He will frees us to live for Him.

Frog: Who can tell me the story of the frog prince? 

You're right, although he looked like a frog and lived in the mud, he was really a prince. That reminds me of our lives without Christ. We start out in the muck and mire of sin, swimming around and can't get out by ourselves. But Jesus came and paid the price for our sin and if we trust in Him He gives us the kiss of life and we are free from sin and can live abundant lives here and now and one day go to be with Him in heaven. (If you like, hand out candy kisses)

Romans 6:23 as a Cadence:

For the wages of sin is death

It’s coming at’ya when ya draw your last breath

You don’t need to know this strife 

For the gift of God is eternal life

Romans six and twenty three

Tell me now what’s it gonna be? 

Death? Life? Death? Life? Death? Life?

Romans six and twenty three

For the wages of sin is death

But the gift of God is eternal life

Eternal life, Eternal life, Eternal life

Black Fabric Activity (some ways the Bible describes sin)

The Bible describes sin for us many different ways. This cloth reminds me of sin, its shiny on one side, much like sins allure and the way it entices us; but it is dull and ugly on the other side. 

Sin separates us from God. 

Sin leaves us in darkness, the Bible says men love darkness rather than light because their deeds are evil.

Sin blinds us.

It stops up our ears. 

It keeps us from speaking words of life.

It chokes us.

It binds us.

It entangles makes slaves of us.

It trips us up.

But, worst of all, it brings death. The Bible says, the wages of sin are death but the gift of God is eternal life. We can know life because God sent His only Son Jesus to pay the price of our sins with His precious blood. The Bible says, “…the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin.” (I John 1:7) 

So Jesus’ blood washes us “white as snow”, and now when God looks down from heaven he no longer sees our sin but Christ’s righteousness which was given to us when we believed in Him.

So, let’s review.Our sins are washed white as snow

By the blood of Jesus who takes away our sin so we can have a relationship with God. 

Has He washed away your sins?

· Isaiah 59:2 your sin has separated you from God

· John 3:? Men love darkness rather than light because their deeds are evil.

· Proverbs 5:22 entrapped

· Hebrews 12:11 entangled

· James 4:14, 15 death, blind

· Romans 6:23 wages of sin is death

· Ephesians 2:1 you who were dead in your trespasses and sins

· James 1:14,15 tempted and enticed

Teaching about the “Blood” (verses for red cloth)

“The Curse” (death came because of sin, and “The Promise” (Gen. 3:15)

“He will bruise your head, and you shall bruise His heel” (the promise of a Savior)

And he covered them with skins (Gen. 3:21, the beginning of sacrifice)

“The New Covenant of my blood”  Matt 28:26-29 “this is my body broken for you, and this cup” 

John 6:53-54 “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink His blood, you have no life in you. Whoever eats My flesh and drinks My blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last day.”

 I John 1:7 “But if we walk in the light as he is in the light we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanses us from all sin.” 

Romans 5:12 “Therefore, just as through one man sin entered the world, and death through sin, and thus death spread to all men, because all sinned.” 

Hebrews 9:22 “And according to the law almost all things are purged with blood, and without shedding of blood there is no remission.”

Rotten Egg Illustration 

Do you like chocolate chip cookies? Everyone does! Let’s pretend we’re making them today. What do we need? (students call out ingredients, ignore ‘egg’ until lyou are ready) Flour, butter, brown sugar, white sugar, chocolate chips, nuts, vanilla, and an egg. I have one here, its my last egg. Let’s add it to the batter. Oh no! the egg is rotten! But, it’s only one egg and it’s my last one. I’ll put the egg in anyway and put them in the oven. Now when I take them out of the oven, would you eat them? Why not?

You know what this reminds me of? Sin. Some people think that if they had just one sin in their life it wouldn’t be so bad, they’ve done lots of good things. Just like all the good ingredients we have along with the bad egg. But you see, we can’t serve our lives up to God with even one sin, because “His eyes are too pure to look on sin and he cannot tolerate wrong.” The Bible also says, ‘Be ye therefore perfect as your Father in heaven is perfect.” You see, I’m not perfect and neither are you. So there must be another way.

Short version, rotten egg 

 Trying to get to heaven by being good would be like making cookies with a rotten egg. Even if the flour, sugar and butter are good, one rotten egg ruins all the cookies. In God’s eyes, one bad thought or unkind word is enough to ruin all the good we do. The Bible says “Be perfect as your Father in heaven is perfect.”

Math Teacher
Call on someone to do the math on the board.

How many of  you get good grades in math? 

OK, help us figure out this math story problem about sin. 

“How many times a day do you think people sin? 

Suppose a person sinned 3 times a day. He’d be pretty good, right? Only losing his temper once or disobeying once and thinking bad thoughts once. Pretty good. OK. 

How many days are there in a year? (student writes on board) 3x365=1095 OK round it off (to ‘1000 on board). 

How old are you? I’m 50, so that’s 50 times one thousand and that equals 50,000 sins! If you had that many traffic tickets and went before a judge, what do you think would happen to you?

3 x 365=1095 rounded off to 1000 x 50 years=70,000

OK, so that’s a lot of sins. But I can be pretty good. 

How good would I have to be? 

Even one sin won’t make it. God says, “Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father in heaven is perfect.” 

Now here is a math problem that cancels out the other problem. 

1 cross + 3 nails = 4given
JESUS

The Facts:

· Who He is.

· Where He came from.

· What He did.

· Why He did it.

· What do we do about it?

Jesus is God (Son of God). He came from heaven to earth. Lived a perfect life, died on the cross to pay for our sin, then rose from the dead and is in heaven now offering us the free gift of eternal life (or preparing a place for us or and will one day come again).

Metanarrative (the “Overarching Metanarrative” simply means: the big picture or story of what the Bible is all about.)

In the beginning God created man in His image. (You are made in the image of God, created to have a relationship with Him.) (Gen. 1 “Let us make man in our image.’) They walked and talked together in the Garden. But one day Satan came and tempted Adam and Eve and they fell into sin and were separated from God. Now, for that relationship to be restored (made right) there had to be a payment, called a ‘sacrifice’ of a perfect Lamb.  The Bible says “Without the shedding of blood, there is no remission of sins.” We could never pay the debt we owed because of sin, we couldn’t be perfect, we are sinners through and through. But God had a plan. That God would send His one and only Son (in the form of a man) (we celebrate His coming at Christmas time) to earth to pay theprice we couldn’t pay. The Bible says, “For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever believes on Him, will not perish, but have life eternal.” So, if we believe in Him, (trust Him) our sins can be forgiven and our relationship can be restored, and we can again walk with Him; and one day live with Him forever in Heaven. Does this make sense to you? Would you like to have a forever relationship with God? Would you like to have your sins forgivena d walk with God? Would you like to receive the free gift of etrnal life that God offers through His Son? If so, this means . . .

Tetelestai (word study)

What does it mean? When was it used

When Jesus hung on the cross, just before he died, when the last sin had been paid for, He said, “Tetelestai.” It was a commercial word that means, “It is paid; the dept is canceled.” Archeologists from Alexandria, Egypt, discovered bills from different merchants. The bills listed the amount that was owed for each item. Diagonally across the paper, in bold letters, was written the Greek word tetelestai, which means “Paid in Full.” When Jesus said, “It is finished,” He was saying, “The penalty for sins is paid in full.”

 (Stamp hands of each student with “Tetelestai” and “Paid in Full” stamps as they leave.)

COMMITMENT

Two Chairs

Two chairs facing each other with a person standing on them, one foot on each chair. Another person behin each chair, one representing God, the other satan. Each person continues to entice and try to persuade the person straddling the chairs why their way is better and pulls the chair a little each time until the person on chair must make a decision.

Leaning activity
In a country called Indonesia, they don’t have words for believe or trust. The closest phrase they could come up with was “leaning with your whole weight.”  (Ask a volunteer to come up and ask him if he would trust you enough to fall back and let you catch him at the count of three. Make sure you don’t let him fall!)

There is an 18 inch difference between your head and your heart.
Chair Illustration 
Get two chairs and have someone demonstrate this “transfer of trust” illustration.

You see this chair here? A lovely chair, isn’t it? Do you believe this chair exists? Do you believe that it would hold me up? But, you see it’s not holding me up for a very simple reason: I’m not sitting on it. How could I prove that I really trust that chair? By sitting on it. That is the way it is with Jesus. I believed He existed and that he was the Son of God. I trusted him for small things and when I was in trouble I’d call out to him. But to receive eternal life (move to other chair) I needed to transfer my trust from the things I thought would get me to heaven, to what He had already done for me on the cross. Now I’m resting on only one thing: Jesus Christ.

A Ring

This gold on this ring reminds me of heaven where the streets are made of gold. The jewel reminds me of the 12 foundations of heaven, each made of a different kind of precious stone. This ring is a circle, no beginning and no end which not only reminds me of God but is a description of His love for me, “He has loved us with an everlasting love” and wants us to be in heaven with Him one day. This ring also reminds me of what it takes to get to heaven. A wedding ring is a symbol for a commitment to the one you love. And we need to “make a commitment”,  a promise, to believe and trust in Him and the price He paid for our sins, so that one day we can live with Him in heaven.
Allegiance

Allegiance is like commitment.

I pledge allegiance to the flag of the United States of America. . .

I pledge allegiance to the Christian flag and to the Savior for whose kingdom it stands, one Savior, crucified, risen and coming again with life and liberty to all who believe.

To whom do you show your allegiance. Do you just say it? Or are you committed to serve and follow?

Boat Illustration

Really trusting is like going out in the ocean on a beautiful day in a small boat. I’m miles out, my boat springs a leak, and sinks. I’m left holding onto a small piece of wood to stay afloat. No matter how hard I try it’s too far to swim to shore. I’d never make it. Then, suddenly a boat appears beside me, the captain sees my problem and throws me a life preserver. Do I just hang on to my little piece of wood that I have been trusting in to save me, or do grab the life preserver? I grab the life preserver! Saving faith is just like that. I stop trusting in whatever I am holding on to save me, and switch to trusting in someone that can really save me. 

“Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and you will be saved.” (Act 16:31)

Lifeboat Skit
You will need two volunteers, a sailor and a seaboat captain, a small scrap of wood, and a life preserver.

Introduce the skit by saying, “Really trusting is like going out in the ocean one beautiful day in a small boat, miles out.”

Sailor: I’m miles out to sea and my boat springs a leak and sinks. I’m left holding onto one small piece of wood to stay afloat (sailor holds onto broken piece of wood, both hands). No matter how hard I try, it’s too far to swim to shore and I’ll never make it. Then, suddenly a boat appears beside me and the captain of the boat sees my problem.

Captain: Hey, sailor! Grab this and I’ll pull you into my boat (captain swings life preserver back and forth towards drowning sailor).

Sailor: Do I just hang on to my little piece of wood that I have been trusting in to save me, or do I grab the life preserver? I grab the life preserver! (sailor grabs life preserver and drops piece of wood). Saving faith is like that. I stop trusting in myself and reach for the hand that offers me eternal life. 

The Bible says “For God so loved the world, he gave His one and only son, that whoever  believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.”
KNOCK KNOCK SKIT

 (You’ll need three volunteers: one to represent Jesus, one as owner of house, one as a friend.)

Jesus: Knock, knock.

Owner: Who’s there?

Jesus: Orange.

Owner: Orange who?

Jesus: Orange you going to ask me in?

(Have Jesus keep knocking, owner ignores Him, reads the paper. Finally, owner calls out:)

Owner: Hey, I’m busy right now. Can’t you come back some other time?  Oh, and by the way, could you fix that front step of mine while you’re out there?

(Friend walks up and knocks as Jesus stands back.

Owner looks around and lets friend in.)

Friend: Who’s that hanging out on your porch?  Do you know Him?

Owner: Well, I know all about Him. He’s been coming around a lot lately. He seems to be a nice guy. I’ve even had a few conversations with Him at times when I’m scared. You know how these old houses creak – especially at night! And He’s pretty good at fixing things. I’m just not too sure I want Him to come in.

Friend: Why? What’s the big deal?

Owner: I don’t know. I’m just not sure. What if He messes up my house? What if He embarrasses me in front of my friends? I’m not sure how friendship with Him might change my life. What if He makes me miserable? I know He cares for me or He wouldn’t be so patient. But for now I think I’ll just leave Him on the porch.

Three Gifts Skit

(You may want to choose three students ahead of time)

Wrap three small gift boxes, (enclose visual of “Heaven is a Free Gift” in one, “It is not earned ” in one, and “It is not deserved” in the last one). 

Have one student come up and make a fuss of giving him the gift freely.
Have the next student come up and hand him the gift but pull it back and ask him to do ten jumping jacks first to “earn” it. Tell him what a nice job he did, thank him, and give him his gift. Call up a third student and hand him a gift as you pat him on the head and tell him what a good student he is, always on time, gets good grades, has lovely hair and helps his little sister-he really deserves it.

Discussion: What was the difference between giving the three gifts? 

Were they all free?Why not?Which one is like the “gift of eternal life”?

HEAVEN

Object lesson

Make a gift box so you can remove the lid. Glue a mirror on the bottom. Ask if anyone wants to look inside the box. Do you know who Jesus really, really  wants to see in heaven? (mirror box )

What do you think heaven is like? Are you able to describe heaven?

Jesus called it ‘Paradise’ in Luke 23:43 (which was the Greek word for “an enclosed garden”).

What’s in heaven?

God is in heaven on his throne Rev. 22:3

We can call him Abba-Father

The Angels are in Heaven Rev. 5:11

How many? Ten thousand times ten thousand and thousands of thousands!

The Lamb’s Book of Life  Rev. 21:27 Is your name written in it? 

Streets of gold, so pure that it is as transparent as glass Rev. 21:19-21 

Gates of Pearl (pearls so large that each gate is made of ONE pearl)

River of Life that runs crystal clear

City of gold with foundations of precious stones

The Tree of Life Rev. 22:2 It grows a different fruit every month!

Many mansions John 14:2 God is preparing a mansion for you!

The Lord Jesus himself in all of his Glory

We’ll see the nail wounds in His hands and feet. We will see Him and be like Him and live with Him forever, our Savior and Friend.
It is light all the time! The light is the Glory of God Rev. 21:23

Rewards

What’s not in Heaven?

Tears

Sadness

Pain

Churches (because the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are its temple)

Sun or Moon

Night or Darkness

Sin (cursing, lying, cheating, list others)
Why would you want to go there?

Is everyone going there?

Optional:

What is the opposite of heaven? (Hell)

Where did hell come from?

It does exist. Matt 25:41

God prepared it as a place of punishment for the devil and his angels and for those who do not have eternal life Matt.25:41

SIMPLY JESUS 
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